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colours, including carmine, scarlet, etc. Sepia
is obtained from the inky discharge given ,off
by cuttlefish; certain yellows are obtained from
the camel; ivory black is obtained from ivory
chips ; Prussian blue is the result of horses’
boofs having undergone certain chemical treat-
ment ; the charcoal from the vine stalk gives
blue-black, and the madder plant supplies what
is known as Turkey red. From Siam we get
gamboge which is the sap of a certain tree;
raw sienna and buornt umber are certain earths
which have been burned.
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Colonial ‘Lan‘té;mists.

BN\ HE perusal of a number of letters
from the Southern Colonies, re-
minds us of the fact that there
is a vast field open for obtaining
>’ customers in connection with sub-
stantial and light lanterns, and apparatus
pertaining thereto. In many of the
smaller towns there is no gas supply,
and the usual illuminant that has to be
resorted to for lanterns is the oil lamp. This,
alone, is suggestive of a small disc and a
single lantern; and such is not caleulated to
impress an audience with the grandeur with
which pictures can under more favourable con-
ditions be projected on the scresn.
- Here, indEggshnd, we can :
of gas, and despatch our
hir?:nr slides, take a cab

b ek” A
: itus by train,
om the railway

with our cousins abroad, many of whom have
to order apparatus and slides, which they have
never seen, from this country, and get perhaps
what they do not stand in meed of, and also
receive broken slides (broken in transit) in
great numbers.

There is a good deal of apparatus in some of
the Southern Colonies, but for the most part it
is old, heavy, and out of date; and this, added
to the difficulties of travelling, does mot render
the pursuit of a lanternist either pleasant or
profitable. A reader of this journal in Western
Australia, in a letter, says :—* Fancy baving to
carry your lantern, slides, screen, etc., on your

{ his limelight outfit, :

| ing customers for lantern

| apparatus, an ether

. station to the hall, and b gging up. |
- the'apparatus have little trov quently, |
- it i8 & somewhat difficult mat ympathise

back for nearly a mile with sand almost up to
your knees, or else have to pay a high price |

Vel VI

for a carrier, when one is on his way to help
a struggling church or mission of an evening
after a day’s work.” Of course, a good limelight
entertainment under such conditions becomes

- extremely difficult.

In carrying a supply of lantern slides,
it does not take a great many pieces of glass
3} inches square to become somewhat heavy
after carrying them for even one mile, and for

“this very reason framed effect slides are quite
| out of the question. :

A letter received explains the inconvenience of
heavy apparatus. The correspondent says:—
“ A minister asked me 0 give & show for him at
one of his mission ‘charches, as he was ill.
I took his buggy, and wanted me to take
i g & 15 feet screen,
rde, bi-unial lantern,
nents, a distance of
avid of old, I declined,
lantern with oil light.

-1 ewt. of iron, pressure
and all the usual re
eight miles; but like D
preferring to use an-old
I left my office at & ; and with a few
biscuits in my pocke ot ready o give ‘A
Tour in London ’— operator and lecturer in
. 1t was a lovely moonlight night, and at
8 o’clock I only took 1 & the door, so I set
to work to personally eanvass, and having
eventually taken 30s., proceeded to give a two
hours’ show.” e , =
As we stated, there is & fine field for obtain- -
rn  apparatus in the
colonies, and the energetic dealer, who is
prepared to supply a complete and light
outfit, will have ample reward. With regard
to the apparatus, it should be a light and
folding bi-unial, an antomatie oxygen gent

the slides, a couple of
celluloid will weigh
: e o K, ‘LE}( L \‘.vw‘ to
one of each set, i8 &
celluloid slide can
them, when it is res

It might be said ther
the market, automatic ‘oxygen generators are
obtainable, and plenty f@&ﬁuioi slides are to
be had. True, but when sending thousands of
miles to half-a-dozen firms, one has to consider
as to whether apparatus ordered from several
different firms are adapted to one another;
whereas, if a dealer advertised a complete light
outfit consisting of everything desirable to
commence an entertainment, we feel assured
that he would meet with good support,
especially from our New Zealand and Australian
friends, where there appears to be a good
demand but little supply.
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The Magic Lantern in New
Zealand.*
By W. H. MATHIESON,

THINK my communication will best
interest the lantern public if I give
& short description of the outlook
of the magic lantern here in New
Zealand. :

4  Five years ago we had a visit from
the great Snezell, with a magnificent

. lantern and some dozens of good lecture

sets. His outfit was said to be worth £1,000, but

this I will not question; however, it must besaid
that he was the best all-round lantern enter-
tainer who has ever appeared in the colonies.

He was well advertised, and bad a first-class
perator who handled effect slides in a
2 g CaEpnl speaker, , good

reciter, and always gave a very high-class enter-

. tainment, quite free from any trace of vulgarity.

.. In the large cities he h&ghgﬁnd influential

audiences, but, strange to say, in the smaller
towns was a comparative failure. On one
occasion he had a small audience which was
very rowdy (nct an unusual experience in
certain parts of New Zealand), and he proceeded
to give them a bit of his mind, when his audience
retaliated by half-killing him.

For some time after this we received no visits
from lanternists until two years ago, when we
bhad ome from an officer connected with the
Salvation Army, who gave a very good enter-
tainment with a bi-unial. He used a small
tank, and made his oxygen as he went along,
using a kerosene stove lamp. He employed
a four barrel ether saturator, similar to that
used by most of the professionals who have
visited and travelled through

New Zealand,

for in many of our small towns there is no gas
supply. i
€
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i8 lantern lecture was entitled,
icture, Song, and Story,” and was given in
aid of the Salvation Army Infirm Officers’ fund.

From all aceounts this lecturer made a good |

thing of it, as the local branches of the Army | lantern lecture (?) in aid of some church or

worked up his houses for him; thus in a few
months’ trip he is said to have made about

he had been steadily travelling through the other
colonies for over two years. He was a most
enthusiastic lanternist, and showed some of the
very latest effects, but, strange to say, he met
his Waterloo in a small country village here, and

* Received too late for insertion in ANNUAL.
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~3 | €ver, it is to be presumed that these faults w

| his beautiful lantern and slides, which were the
| very idol of his heart, and cost about £500,
. were completely destroyed by fire. This enter-
| tainer was likewise an amateur photographer,
and took views of the principal places he
visited. A specially fine set which he used to
exhibit was of the diggings at Coolgardie, in
Western Australia, which at the time he visited
New Zealand was all the rage. The pictures

of the diggers and their mode of life were par-
ticularly realistic.

During the last few months we have had
two theatrical companies who have introduced
the cinematograph into their programme. I
went to see them, but it was unpleasant to
watch, as the flicker was very great, and the
pictures continually jumped about and got out
of focus, although one set—the arrival of the
Paris express train—was very effective. How-

and then possibly

‘eventually be removed,
~will take the place of

cinematographic pict:
the magic lantern.
As I write, thereis &
professional company

travelling through the colony with a triple
lantern; they give descriptive lectures on
England, Scotland, and Ireland, together with
appropriate songs and recitations, and I maust
say the manipulation of the lantern is really
first-class. This company term their enter- -
tainment the Myriorama. =
I bad a long conversation with the lantern
operator to this company on acetylene gas and -
kindred matters. He had used acetylene gas,
and gave it as his experience that though
superior to oil, it could not be compared to
limelight ; he considered it dangerous, and
advised me against its use until its explosive
properties were better understood. o
Every town of any size here has its lantern
operator, who has a good lantern and several
sets of slides at the %sposa] of minisiers and
others, and nearly every church has what might
be termed a toy lantern and s few sets of slides
With these every now and then we have a

other object, and thus a few more shillings are =
extracted from the long-suffering congregation. .

£1,000. Previous to his visit to New Zealand -| 1 DaVe been to several of these so-called lantern

lectures, and the mere recollection of some of

them is enough to make one shudder. Can it
then be wondered at that the public are—to use
a colonial phrase—‘full up” of the very name of -
magic lantern? There are, of course, honour-

- able exceptions to this, but the great majority
. are as above stated.
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. show, as we have had plenty
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I understand that Snezell i again coming
here, and no doubt the recollection of his former
visit will ensure even fuller houses than his first
trip. :
If that great lanternist, Professor B. J.
Malden, could be prevailed upon to come here
for a trip he would draw splendidly and have
large audiences, but there are no people harder
to please than & colonial audience, as many
actors and lecturers have found out to their
. cost.

I will now give a word of advice to any pro-
fessional who is thinking of eoming out here.
You must be thoroughly up to the times in your
profession, and also find a new name for your
‘have ha y.of myrioramas,
i %monmu. and s hundred andone other ramas.

"The %eo le here are looking for something new,

and I think it will be on the lines of the Cin.,
as it is popularly known here. = - =
 Bhould any reader interested in my remarks
desire any further information, he may objain

my address from Mr, J. Ha.yTaleor, the editor |

of our Opricar Magrc LANTERN

— =

JOUBNAL.

The Beechey Tt'iHOpt%jc Lantern.

By CANRON ST. vmcnm% EECHEY.

ed per Mr. C.
Watson, of Holborn, with the
followin,

‘run to London, from his home in Norfolk, in
the pursuit of science to which he is still an
active devotee.—EpiTOR.] = . :

« I little thought to see my old patent lantern
brought up again, and 1 niust confess I felt
gratified to see a description of it in two num-
bers of the Opricar. Macic LANTERN JOURNAL.
The account of it in the last number is wonder-

_ fally correct, with, however, one ‘exception, and
that is I never could get a 20 fi. picture, nor in
fact any bright one over 10 f& with the light
I then bad, and that was the reason I dropped
it. I could not get a sufficiently all-round light
for the large lantern lectures which I gave in

those days gome by, viz., 1847, just fifty years

ago.

remarks from the Rav.
‘ Canon of .

' gides, T use in it 8 1

“1 say I was_gratified to see this lantern
again brought to notice, for strange to say, I
have myself just resuscitated it in consequence
of having got the electric light in my house,
church, and school. I had come across a
charming little arc lamp, made by Woodhouse
and Rawson, but this Midget lamp is, I fear,
no longer made. However, with the lantern
and this lamp I get a good all-round light, with
50 volts and B to 10 amperes. :

* Having met with suceess in this direction,
I have just completed a new electric trinoptric
lantern (a photograph of which is reproduced).
The front consists ree gides of & hexagon,

centre nczzle

han those af the
lightly shorter focus -
- e S

Py

“ At the end of the two side cbjectives there
are prisms of eighty degrees angle; these can
be moved sideways 80 a8 to make the discs
move sideways, thus two or even three pictures
can either be placed on the screen side by side
or central, one on the other, or by the same
meant & figure or shigeih the side stage can be
picture projected from

in order to compensa

made to pass across b

the front nozzle. %
« Bach front is provided with a shutter for

dissolving purposes. These shutters, which are
laced close to the lens, consist of two plates of
rass, one over the other, from which a Y shaped




