
ANU Vice-Chancellor’s Creative Research Fellows (VCCRF) 

Call for applications 2020 program 

Applications are due by close of business, Friday 7 February 2020, 5.00pm 

 

What is the Vice-Chancellor’s Creative Research Fellows program? 

Supported by funding from the Vice-Chancellor, this innovative scheme commenced in 2013 
as the first of its kind in an Australian University. It demonstrates the high regard in which 
visual arts and practice-led research are held at the ANU. It aims to promote collaborative 
research between disciplines in the University and provide opportunities for developing 
future trans-disciplinary ARC funded projects in which practice-led research and creative 
design logic would be embedded. We now  

The aims of the Scheme are to: 

 Place a Creative Research Fellow in an ANU College for up to one academic year 
(2020 semester dates are 24 February to 30 October) 

 Establish an interdisciplinary working dialogue between artists’ research and study 
environments and academic divisions within which creative art generally is not part of 
the normal curriculum or activities 

 Promote a greater University-wide understanding of interdisciplinary 
collaborative research 

 Foster collaborations between School of Art & Design (SOA&D) staff/students and 
colleagues elsewhere in the University that might continue after the residency 
terminates 

 Increase the visibility of the SOA&D research and researchers across campus 

 Provide visual artists with new opportunities to exhibit and publish their work  

Since the scheme began Fellows have been placed in all of the seven ANU Colleges. Details of 
previous recipients and their projects can be found here. 

Applications for 2020 fellowships are currently sought and interested applicants should 
approach Professor Chris McAuliffe, School of Art & Design 
(christopher.mcauliffe@anu.edu.au). 

The terms of the Scheme 

 One round each year: Applications are due by close of business, Friday 7 February 2020, 
5.00pm 

 Research to be carried out within the 2020 academic year 

 Artists are given Fellow status in the host college and have access to student lectures and 
to research seminars 

 Artists establish a project partnership with academics/fields in host colleges in order to 
optimise the exchange of ideas and establish potential areas of collaboration 

 The host college may provide the Artist with office/working space, a telephone and use of a 
computer (subject to capacity) 

http://soad.cass.anu.edu.au/vice-chancellor-s-college-visiting-artist-fellows-scheme
mailto:christopher.mcauliffe@anu.edu.au
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 Fellows are provided with modest stipend and contribution towards cost of materials  

 Fellows projects are exhibited at SOA&D gallery with exhibition catalogue 

 Fellows promote their activities and the program through exhibition, promotion and public 
forums 

Applications are due by close of business, Friday 7 February 2020, 5.00pm 

 

Goals and outcomes 

 To encourage interdisciplinary research relationships in order to develop a wider mutual 
understanding of collaborative working practices, writing/documenting the process of 
collaboration should form a central component of each Fellowship, as a resource for new 
collaborators. 

 An exhibition of Creative Research Fellows' work during their fellowship will be held at 
the start of the academic year following the award (2021). A group exhibition will be held 
at the SOA&D, but VCCRFs may also choose to show their work in situ at the relevant 
College. 

 To coincide with the Exhibition a short presentation by the Fellow and their 
collaborator(s) is envisaged for each relevant College. A group presentation of all 
VCCRFs will be held at the SOA&D where each Fellow will speak for 10-15 minutes 
about their research collaboration and the benefits of the Scheme. The Scheme wil l be 
explained at this event in order to solicit applications for the following year.  

 Documentation of the Creative Research Fellows’ research and the processes of 
collaboration will form the basis of the group Exhibition catalogue to be published 
each year.  

 Fellows and collaborator(s) are expected to consider potential trans-disciplinary 
research project(s) that might result from their collaboration, for ARC or other funding. 

 In 2018 a special exhibition featuring artists/researchers from each year the scheme was 
presented. This exhibition was captured in a catalogue publication available from the 
SOA&D.  

Eligibility 

The program is open to current Honours and graduate degree students and staff of the ANU 
School of Art & Design; graduates of ANU who hold a degree in the field of visual art and / or 
design undertaken in the School of Art & Design and which has been conferred in the last 5 
years (2015-19). 

Creative Research Fellows will be selected by a review committee on the basis of their work, 
research interests and the strength of the project proposal and collaboration. At the time of 
application, prospective Fellows should have identified an appropriate field/researcher within 
one of the Colleges and prepared the grounds for collaboration. 

Eligible Fellows may not be available for each College every year. In this event, more than one 
Artist may be awarded a Fellowship in one or more College(s), providing a case compatible with 
the aims of the Scheme can be made. 
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Publicity 

The appointment of Fellows, their activities and exhibition of project will be  publicised using 
SOA&D and ANU electronic and print media. An annual seminar would be held outlining the 
benefits of collaboration (see above). The seminar would include short presentations from 
current Artist Fellows and their collaborators. The focus of these talks would be on 
collaborative research and its potential outcomes, how the collaboration is maintained, and 
what advantages accrue to all those involved. 

Advertising will target the SOA&D, doctoral cohort and alumni lists. 

How to apply 

Applicants will submit: 

a written one-page proposal outlining their project. This proposal should clearly indicate: 

 the applicant’s research interests 

 the research activity proposed for 2020 

 any existing research activity and outputs related to the proposal  

 the specific relationship of this research to that of the proposed academic 
collaborator 

 the anticipated collaborative outcome 

a letter of support from the proposed academic collaborator 

a research career CV including details of their degree and date of graduation in relation to 
the eligibility criteria 

up to 10 digital images of recent work 

the name and email address of a current or former academic or professional supervisor or other 
suitably qualified person willing to write in support of the applicant’s work and suitability for the 
Scheme 

Applicants should nominate a particular academic(s) within their chosen College after 
consulting with and gaining the agreement of the potential collaborator(s). 

Applications should be submitted to Professor Chris McAuliffe, School of Art 
(christopher.mcauliffe@anu.edu.au) by close of business, Friday 7 February 2020, 
5.00pm 

 

Selection of fellows 

A Selection Committee will include the Head of SOA&D (or delegate), the Professor of Art 
(Practice-led research) and research expert(s) from within ANU and/or from arts agencies within 
ACT.  

The Selection Committee may contact proposed academic collaborators seeking additional 
information on their collaborative capacity if required. 

mailto:christopher.mcauliffe@anu.edu.au
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Resources 

 Office/work/desk space, a phone and a computer may be made available by the 
receiving College subject to their resources and capacity 

 Annual stipend per Fellow of $5000 

 Reimbursement of cost materials, consumables, fabrication costs related to the 
Fellow’s studio practice cost up to $3000 per Fellow, on submission of invoices (up to 
November 2020). Note: the program does not support travel, conference costs, 
extended fieldwork and costs related to the completion of a degree. 

 Catering/expenses associated with setting up an exhibition and publishing a 
catalogue. 

 
Timeline 
 

Date  Notes 

December 2019 Call for entries Submission deadline: close of 
business, Friday 7 February 2020, 
5.00pm 

February 2020 Review of submission by 
selection panel 

 

Notification of decisions  

24 February, commencement of 
Semester 1 

 

March 2020 Cohort commencement  

First stipend payment  

July 2020 Cohort meeting (progress)  

October 2020 Cohort meeting (progress)  

November 2020 Final stipend payment  

Exhibition catalogue text Fellows to provide short 
statement on research, short 
biographical statement. 
Collaborating academic to provide 
short statement on project. 

Final reimbursement of project 
expenses 

 

December 2020 Exhibition catalogue design and 
print 

 

February 2021 Exhibition installation Fellows and collaborators panel 

 


